
Leadore, Idaho 
June 6,2005 

Docket No. 05-015-1 
Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS 
Station 3C71 
4700 River Road, Unit 118 
Riverdale, Maryland 20737-1238 

To Whom it may concern, 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the National 

Animal Identification System (NAIS:. 
We don't understand why the government feel they have to go to 

such lengths and expense to further identify the cattle in the USA 
when we already have our registered brands on our livestock and if 
a stray ig found among our herd and the brand is not familiar, we 
can just call the brand inspector to find out who the owner is and 
take it home or notify him so that he can come get it. We had a 
cow identified about eighty miles from home. The sheriff 
identified the brand and called us and we brought her home never 
learning how she got so far from home. The brand inspector always 
identifies each head of cattle when they are sold. 

What we do need is identification at our U.S. borders. Cattle ---- --- 
needs to be taken off the J-List, which was a list exempting 
cattle, among other things, when the law was passed in 1930 that 
everything crossing our U.S. borders must be clearly identified as 
to Country of Origin. The place to identify is at our borders by 
loyal U.S. citizens and inspectors; and firmly have Mandatory 
Country of Origin implemented and enforced through to the consumers 
It is not right that the consumer cannot differentiate between 
foreign imports and meat raised under U.S. regulations and 
standards. It makes no sense at all to be thinking of importing 
livestock or meat from a country infected with a disease especially 
BSE putting the health and lives of our livestock and humans at 
risk. We can not expect other countries to import beef from the 
U.S. if the U.S imports from a country infected with BSE. It would 
be foolish for them to do so as it was for Canada to import from 
an8 area that was having an epidemic. @,dl inc r e u s e  

Knowing that the risk of disease entering the U.S.A.4with 
NAFTA, the USDA'S Plum Island New York Foreign Disease Center was 
greatly enlarged. Knowing this,why wasn't a strict identification 
program implemented at our borders at that time with Mandatory 
Country of Origin? 

If the U.S. government will not use eveqprecaution to protect 
our Country, it's food producers, livestock and consumers, who 
will? We are most appreciative of your every effort. Thank you 
very much. 

Sincerely, 

RECEIVED 
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& M ~ J  7%&/&, 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Whittaker 

(Cattle Producers) 

Box 10 
Leadore, Idaho 83464 


